
' CHICAGO — He’s on,. trial black community which sup- . lieved that he will move for 

! errr obstruction of justice, plies about 30 per cent of the. mayoralty and the suc- 

' ' but thanks to the potent is- the organization vote in Chi- cession to Mr. Daley who is 

sue of crime in the suburbs, cago. In the primary last now 70. 


State’s Attorney Edward 
Hanrahan is running away 
with what is perhaps the 
most fateful politcal race in 
the country — including the 
race for President. 

At stake in the Hanrahan 
race is the succession to 
Mayor Richard Daley as 
Democratic boss in the 
- Chicago area. Thus the race 
involves not only what slight 
chance George McGovern 
has to carry the must state 
i of Illinois, but also the 
whole future of the Demo- 
cratic Party nationally. 

The nature of the office ex- 
plains one reason the Hanra- 
han race is so important. 
Since the state’s attorney is 
the prosecutor in Cook 
county, which includes Chi- 
cago, Republicans could, use 
the job to investigate, harass 
and maybe even jail many 
leading figures in the Daley 
organization. 

To keep the office Demo- 
cratic, Mayor Daley has to 
go all out for Mr. Hanrahan. 
Since the organization’s basic 
strength lies in partyline vot- 
ing, that means going all out 
for the whole ticket including 
Sen. McGovern. 

ANOTHER REASON the 
Hanrahan race is so impor- 
tant is the nature of the 
man. He is the James Cag- 
ney of American politics — 
scrappy, fast talking and di- 
rect, with large quantities of 
spleen and charm. “He de- 
fies you not to like him,” a 
suburban matron who 
thought she hated him once 
said after hearing him 
speak. 

Until the notorious 1969 
police raid on Black Panther 
headquarters in Chicago, Han- 
rahan was a man with a sure 
future. But investigation of 
charges that the police had 
killed two Panthers without 
provocation yielded some 
phony evidence purporting to 
exonerate the officers. Han- 
rahan was indicted on 
charges of obstructing jus- 
tice and brought to trial. 

The Panther episode 
turned opinion virulently 
against Hanrahan in the 


spring, the organization 
backed another candidate 
for state’s attorbiy Sij4 the 
black C0fcntli«lty voted 
heavily agaihlt flabfflilfcH,'' 
But thanks to Democrats jii 
the ethnic wards af the oity, 
and to suburban Republi- 
cans who crossed Over, Hid' 
rahan won the fjernoebatic 
nomination; ' ; , 

The Republicans still Hid 
a shot at hiffl, ifld the# 
nominated i fo#rher #81 
man and attfidtiVd din di- 
date, Bernard Carey. But i 
recent string of Suburban 
murders, t i f allegedly 
traced to 'a blieif gang called 
De Mau Jfitj, His merited 
with the drug iSSUii td build 
deep suburban f 8 i # s Of 
spreading Slielt criminality. 


without exactly staking a 
ilfilftjf Hadfahan says things ■ 
which suggest he does see ; 
bifflttlf aa ait alternative to : 
Mayon Daley. At the dinner 
Hie other night, for instance j 
he told a Story about a man 
who had broken a fall which 
meant certain death ’ by 
banfjinM onto a eliffc Wleei 
the mad looked to the heav- 1 
ena and ashed to he saved. 
Wise J ■ reassuring voice ; 
Said: "Have faith, my son; 
let go: you Will be saved.” , 
Finally, In desperation, the 


finally, in desperation, the 
man hanging by his finger- 
nails looked to the skies and 
called out: “Isn’t there any* 
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By playing ott that issue, 
Hanrahan has been burning 
up the track In a truly re- 
markable campaign. 

HE put in a typical ' 
performance the other night 
at an organization- dinner 
held at the Martinique res- , 
taurant In a White working-' 
ci^ss district; He WaS intro- 
duced as the man “who does 
something about law and • 
order” and "Whd Will lead 
the Democratic 'ticket in 
1972.” ' • 

Hanrahan started mildly, . 
All he wanted W»i for peo- 
ple everywhere “to live to- 
gether in the lame narmdny, ; 
the same cleanliness, the 
same respect for law" that 
he found among the crowd 
at the Martinique, Then he 
rounded on a recent finding 
by a committee Of th* Chi- 
cago bar that he waa “unfit 
by temperament" for his of- 
fice. By some magic, the 
world temperament sudden- 
ly became an unfair protest- 
ant shibboleth aimed at ■ 
hurting Catholics. “They're 
talking," Hanrahart said, 
“about a Catholic. Irishman 
who doesn't hiVe tha kind of 
temperament to pussyfoot 
about crime, ’* Naturally the 
crowd ate it Up. 

Performances ‘like that 
have made Hanrahan more 
than just a favorite to win 
\ re-election. It i* widely be- : 




